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Minutes of the Meeting of the Conservation Areas Advisory Committee  
of Saddleworth Parish Council 

Held at the Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill on Friday 1st November 2013 
 

 There were present:  Cllr. Mr. Bill Cullen - Chairman  
     Cllr. Mr. M. Buckley – Vice Chairman 
         
     Mr. D. Chadderton     
     Mr. J. Grayson 
    
Apologies: Mr. J. Carr 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on Friday 4th October 2013 were approved as a correct record. 

 

Ref:   Applicant   Location 

PA/334512/13 S. Ingram and Associates Land adjacent to 34 Delph Road, Denshaw  
Erection of 1 no detached dwelling (re-submission of PA/333951/13) 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL  
Subject to the use of reclaimed stone to match the existing properties. 
John Grayson declared an interest 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
PA/334646/13 Mr & Mrs E Broadbent  Former Diggle Station, Kiln Green, Diggle 
Change of use to dwelling and extension 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL  
By creating a new dwelling this is clearly inappropriate development in the Green Belt.  The 
building is a former lock-up shop of the late nineteenth century and although shown on the 
1890 O.S. map, it is not on the earlier 1850 map, the latter clearly showing the whole railway 
development at Diggle already complete.  There is no evidence that this has ever been 
associated with the railway.  The building is of historic interest as a lock-up shop and 
makes a minor contribution to the Conservation Area.  The building cannot be satisfactorily 
converted to a dwelling without a disproportionate addition over and above the size of the 
original building.  The additions to the building would negate its present contributions to 
the character of the Conservation, and the massing would detract from its present 
character.  This is a clear breach of Green Belt policy and, contrary to the applicants 
assertions, there is nothing about the character of this building that renders it a unique 
case.  It is inappropriate development in the Green Belt and would have a negative effect on 
the setting of the conservation area. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
PA/334645/13 Mr P Whiteman  The Old Bell Inn, 5 Huddersfield Road, Delph 
Replacement of existing sheds with timber framed cabin and bin storage area 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
PA/334268/13 Mr J Barlow   Star Inn, 1260 Huddersfield Road, Austerlands 
Change of use to form 3 no. dwellings and associated works, erection of 3 no. dormers, and 
erection of a first floor side/rear extension 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL 
This building, a former public house on the Austerlands to Wakefield turnpike, was built in 
the third or fourth decade of the nineteenth century. It is a fine example of the architecture 
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of the period, with its Georgian door surround and symmetrically placed sash windows to 
the left and right, exemplifying the elements of classicism appearing in Saddleworth in this 
period.  It makes a major contribution to the Conservation Area. 
The proposed development would totally destroy the character of this building, being 
completely insensitive to the building’s architectural history.  With the proposed alterations 
all traces of the original appearance of this building would be lost.  The proposed 
fenestration on the front of the building is clumsy and the addition of three doors is vastly 
out of character turning a prestigious public house into a non-descript urban terrace. The 
treatment of the rear of the building with its modern balconies and suburban windows 
compounds the problem.  The building is in a prominent position at the cross roads and the 
proposed alterations would seriously detract from the character of the New Houses 
Conservation area.  This is one of the most unsympathetic and insensitive conversion 
projects that this Committee has encountered. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMENTS ON OTHER APPLICATIONS 
HH/334533/13 Mr Gaskell   14 Hopkinson Close, Uppermill 
First floor bedroom extension to side of dwelling 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


